Introduction
"To whom it may concern ... ... Dr. Filip has shown himself to be a very innovative and productive researcher whose papers are equivalent in quality and cutting-edge findings to those from the best research organizations of the world. Witness his publications in Automatica, Computers in Industry and other leading journals in the field. The establishment of Dr. Filip's stature as an internationally recognized researcher in his field and the acceptance of his work are shown by the large number of international conferences where he has served as session chairman and/or program committee member and many invited seminars he has presented in other countries ..." (T.J. Williams). This is what Theodore J. Williams, Professor of Engineering and Director, Purdue Lab. for Applied Industrial Control, Purdue University, wrote about F.G. Filip in August 1994.
In the sequel we will highlight several aspects of Acad. Prof Filip was the managing director of ICI-National Institute for R&D in Informatics (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) , and the president of Scientific Council of ICI (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) His main personal scientific interests include: hierarchical optimization and control of largescale systems, decision support systems (DSS), applications of IT in the cultural sector, technology management and foresight.
From the very beginning of his carrier he was interested to find effective solutions to real-life problems.
In 1972, as a young engineer, he was appointed to implement a teleprocessing information system in the largest steelworks in Romania, in Galaţi city (250 km away from Bucharest). He noticed the very high length of the lines which were to connect the central computer to the terminals placed in various production sections and decided to devise an algorithm based on graph theory to minimize the total length and, consequently, the costs.
While as a guest researcher in the Royal Technical University (KTH) Stockholm, in 1974, devised an efficient heuristic algorithm. Then, he approached many practical process and production control problems he identified in various industries (mainly refineries, chemical plants, water systems, discrete part manufacturing), tried to find adequate scientific methods to solve them and then came back to applications with a view to deploying the corresponding computerized devised algorithms.
Prof. 4. Refining, adapting, and using control theory methods to model the interacting entities of the cultural sector and creative industries (since 1996). 
Recognitions and awards

Publications
Published books (monographs and volumes)
F.G. Filip is author/co-author of 13 monographs, and edited/co-edited 24 contributed volumes, such as: [2] , [17] , [18] , [20] , [34] , [35] , [43] , etc.
The summary of the monograph Computer-Supported Collaborative Decision-Making [34] is presented at Springer web page [45]: Addresses specific concepts, technologies, and systems for collaborative activities with particular emphasis on decision-making; Balanced presentation of well consolidated and modern methodologies, together with pacing information and communications; Includes various industrial, financial and "culture economy" applications.
"This is a book about how management and control decisions are made by persons who collaborate and possibly use the support of an information system. The decision is the result of human conscious activities aiming at choosing a course of action for attaining a certain objective (or a set of objectives). The act of collaboration implies that several entities who work together and share responsibilities to jointly plan, implement and evaluate a program of activities to achieve the common goals. The book is intended to present a balanced view of the domain to include both well-established concepts and a selection of new results in the domains of methods and key technologies. Monograph co-authored with C.B. Zamfirescu and C. Ciurea (2016, Springer) [34] d) Which are the basic methods to aggregate the individual preferences?; e) What is the impact of modern information and communication technologies on the design and usage of decision support systems for groups of people?"
Most cited papers
Florin Gheorghe Filip has authored/co-authored over 300 scientific papers. For example, some selected papers authored by F.G. Filip are [9] - [16] or co-authored with other international scientists [3] - [7] , [19] , [21] - [25] , [27] - [38] , [40] , [41] , etc.
Only in Web of Science -Core Collection, the papers authored/co-authored by F.G. Filip has been cited over 200 times.
The most cited paper authored by F.G. Filip is Decision support and control for large-scale complex systems [15] . This paper has been cited in a lot important international journals, indexed We cannot come to an end without mentioning the man Florin Gheorghe Filip. All of us that know him, if asked which are the first three words coming in our minds we shall not hesitate to tell: intuitive, generous and catalyst. He is able to intuit a young researcher, a valuable research team or an academic institution with prospects. Full of modesty, he does not know envy and is always eager to support those needing his advices, with a generosity specific to great spirits. His behavior is always of a catalyst, precipitating many beneficial reactions, support without waiting for a reward.
